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Abstract

Biosphere reserves (BRs) as recognized model regions for sustainable development 
are supposed to maintain permanent access to scientific findings, innovation, new 
technologies and scholarly discussions. Science_Linknockberge is an institutionalized 
cooperation between the Carinthian part of Salzburger Lungau & Kärntner Nock-
berge BR on the one hand, and Alpen-Adria-University Klagenfurt, on the other. 
The authors document and reflect the experiences of five years and argue that such 
a cooperation is mutually beneficial for all sides: the management of the BR, the 
region and the university. 
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Introduction

Biosphere reserves as learning regions
The paradigm shift, from research-driven biosphere 

reserves (BRs) in the early 1970s to holistic and par-
ticipatory learning sites – as advocated by UNESCO’s 
Seville strategy (UNESCO 1996) – nowadays, calls for 
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touristic infrastructures, which led to a referendum in 
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resulted in the application for a joint BR, which was 
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Management plan for the Carinthian part 
Due to substantial differences in their institutional 

environments, both sections of  the BR recently devel-
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Cooperation Science_Linknockberge
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